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THE BEREAN. 


General Obfervations, concluded. 


THE firft weapon we fhall exhibit is the 
\ fword of the fpirit, which is the word of God ; 
» and ufing aright this weapon, under the banner 


| of the Captain of our falvation, how can we fail 


é to do valiantly, putting to flight all the armies 


' of the aliens, the enemies of the Lord of hofts ? 


) Shall the fervants of the moft high God be want- 
» ing in heroic courage, and intimidated when the 
’ high mandate is out? Be not afraid; it is I, 
Jehovah Jefus, who am the firft and the laft, who 
have the keys of David, and openeth an effectual — 
) door of utterance which no man can fhut ; who 
* was dead, but am alive, and behold I live forever 
more. ‘The injunction comes upon us with 
fiftible force and power, faying, The night is far 
{fpent, and the day of elucidation and open mani- 
feftation is at hand. Cait off, as the Lord’s free 
men, the works of darknefs, and put on the ar- 
mour of light. Like champions for the truth 
ef God, let us ftand forth, and fhew that we 
have yet to fpeak on God’s behalf. 

My friends, who are engaged in the defénce of 
the gofpel, let us quit ourfelves like men and be 
itrong. The enemy is coming in like a flood. 
Therefore let the ftandard be reared, and let its 
flag wave high in air unfurled to the nations 
who have long fat in darknefs. Why fhould the 
proverb be ufed any more, “ the fathers have 
eaten four grapes, and the children’s teeth are fet 
en edge,” when the untheathing of the glit. 
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tering double-edged fword of the word of God 
would exhibit in the mount of Jehovah a feaft 
of fat things, full of marrow, and wines on the 
lees well refined unto all people, with the fwal- 
lowing up of death in victory, and the hand of 
divine benignity as wiping aH tears from off all 
faces ? 

Shall not the tranfaétion of divine power, 


fhewed in the rifen and glorified perfon of Jefus, 


aroufe us to duty? Like faithful centinels, let 
us take the watch-word from the mouths of 
them who have fought the good fight of faith, | 
and, like valiant Gideon, break the pitcher and 
expofe the light. 

The word of God is quick and powerful, 
fharper than a two-edged {word ; and this word 
which God fent unto the children of Ifrael, 
preaching peace by Jefus Chrift, ought to be di- 
vulged, made known, and proclaimed on the 
houfe-top. It is the word of reconciliation, viz. 
that God was in Chrift reconciling the world 
unto himfelf, not imputing their trefpafles unto 
them: that he who knew no fin, was made fin 
for us, that we might be made the righteoufnefs 
of God in him. | 
. The ears of mortal men have been long 
enough faluted with an uncertain found. Hell 
and endlefs torments have been tried upon man- 
kind for centuries in order to recover them to. 
a fenfe of virtue and holinefs ; but behold, they 
have grown nothing better. The doctors, who. 
have thus tried their {kill upon them, have prov- 
ed themfelves phyficians of no value ; their med. 
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icines have not only been naufeous, but poifon- 
ous. Why then fhould not the clear and cer- 
tain found of the gofpel trumpet be blown in 
their hearing loud and long, that hearing, men 
may know what they are, to whom they belong, 
and what relation they ftand in to God, in or- 
der’ to aroufe in their fouls a fenfe of relation- 
fhip, filial confidence, and afliance in his great 
mercy. 

Men, brethren, and fires, believe us, that it is 
no trivial confideration for God to be robbed of 
his inheritance, Chrift of the members of his 
body, and the Holy Spirit denied his official ope- 
ration. ‘This is in fact the cafe when it is aflirm- 
ed, that the Father created more than the Son 
redeemed ; that the Son redeemed: more than 
the Holy Ghoft will fanctify ;. whereas, (Oh that 
the found reached every poor defponding heart !}. 
all that God the Father created, the Son, of his 
love, redeemed ; and all that the Son redeemed, 
the Holy Ghoft will fanctify and fave: fo that 
we make no divifion in the Godhead, but pre- 
ferve the unity of the Trinity in perfect har- 
mony. 

To combat fentiments, which for time imme-. 
morial have been deemed facred, becaufe fanc-- 
tioned by learned and great men, may feem as 
a bold advance: But what have we,in the char- 
acter of ftriplings of the Lord of hofts, to do 
with authors ? we know not to give flattering 
titles to mortals ; in fo doing, our Maker would: 
be highly difhonoured. Our fole aim is to un- 
veil the tranfcendant glories of the gofpel falva-. 
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tion, and to make all men fee (if poflible) the 
myitery kept hid from generations paft, namely, 
That in the difpenfations of the fulnefs of times, 
God will gather together in one all things in Chrift, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in HIM. If then, as inftruments in God’s 
hand, .we fhould ftrike through thofe Goliahs. 
that oppofe this precious truth of the gofpel, and 
put them to flight, we fhall indeed render an ef- 
fential fervice to our fpecies. 

It is a divine confoletion to every philanthro- 
pic foul, that the doctrine of Calvin, as holding 
forth eternal reprobation, is trembling to its cen- 
tre, and muft fhortly fall, like the bafelefs fab- 
rick of a vifion, leaving not a veftige behind. 
The truth of the gofpel wants no fupport ; it 
fiands on a broad foundation, even the founda- 
tion of the apoftles and prophets ; Jefus Chrift, 
rifen from the dead, being the chief corner-ltone, 
under whofe powerful impreflion and conduc 
the fair and valuable fuperftructure (human na- 
ture) is rifing from the old ftate and condition 
of the firft Adam, and will rife till the head- 
ftone is brought forth by the Grand Matter eter- 
nal, fhouting, Grace, grace unto it. | 

The gofpel only wants friends to rally round 
its ftandard, and affirm its truth, like good fol- 
diers. Oh may the Lord increafe the number of 
them who will be jealous for his honour, not 
counting their lives dear, compared with finifh- 
ing their courfe with joy, teftifying the gofpel 
of his grace unto the fons of men ! _ 
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The word of life is gone forth in thefe fay- 
ings of Jehovah: The feed of the woman fhall 
bruife the ferpent’s head. An army is reared in 
formidable oppofition to this promife, and are 
making bold inroads, encompafling the beloved 
city round about ; and fhall the fword of the 
fpirit remain fheathed, which ought to guard, 
with a jealous look, the precious promifes of the 


tree of life? No; let us appear to the help of 


the Lord againft the mighty, fhouting the {word 


of the Lord and Gideon ; for in due feafon, 


help fhall come from the hill of the Lord. 

O ye fervants of the Moft High, faint not, nor 
be difcouraged ; hold out, and hold on blowing © 
the horns put into your hands ; not many days, 
and you fhall fee the walls of the enemy fall, 
men’s creeds and platforms burned and loft. 
Be aflured, good foldiers, that an execution is 
out from the high court above againft every 
Babylonian and Diabolian in the land ; and that 
every enemy {hall be.taken and dragged to exe- 
cution ; for Immanuel is determined to reign, 
without a rival, King and Lord of all. The 
Seed of the woman, the Son of man, now ap- 
pears on his dazzling throne, as conqueror of 
death and hell, and bruifer of the ferpent’s head. © 


_ Now, according to prophefy, is underftood that 


faying, He hath afcended up on high, leading cap- 
tivity captive, and receiving gifts for men, yea, for 
the rebellious alfo, that the Lord Ged might dwell 

with them. 
Who now fhall keep back the Saviour’s prey? 
fhall earth or hell ? Nay: Chrift conquers as the 
| mighty 


188 BEREAN. 


mighty God. On the crofs extended, he fpoiled 
principalities and powers, making a fhow of 
them openly in triumph ; and on that illuftri- 
ous morn, when he thewed himfelf alive from 
the dead, by many infallible proofs, he openly 
declared. to all worlds the victories he had achiev- 
ed for human. nature, as their head and repre- 
fentative ; putting away, in the firft tranfaction 
on the crofs, the fin of the world in law before 
Jehoyah, and appearing from the tomb of Jofeph 
without it unto falvation. 

Behold here the greateft difplay that ever was 
wrought in human nature by almighty power 
and love! Hear it, O ye nations, hear it, O ye 
dead! that as by man came death or mortality, 
by man.alfo came the refurrection from the dead 
to life and immortality. Yes, that rifen and af- 
cended perfon of Jefus, whom the men of Gali- 
lee faw go up from mount Olivet, fhall be the 
object ot our adoration and delight. We will 
gaze upon him in our flefh, blood, and bone, 
{ubftantiated to. our fouls as the pledge of our 
rife from the bed of clay, at the founding of the 
trump of God, to immortality and eternal 
youth.. 


“¢ Qur flefh fhall flumber in the ground, 

_ ‘Till the laft trumpet’s joyful found ; 
Then burft the chains with fweet furprife, 
Aad in our Saviour’s image rife.” 
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THE next particular, which we fhall briefly 
notice, is the breaft-plate. It furely is of prima- 
ry importance, that the heart fhould be guarded 
and furnifhed with all poflible defence, for we 
are to remember that the chriftian foldier has 
enemies who will affail and prefs on to the battle. 
Therefore is every volunteer of the Lord Jefus 
moft admirably equipped for the combat. | 

And this breaft-plate we apprehend to com- 
prife the faith of Abraham ; or, in other words, 
an unfhaken confidence in the promifes of Jeho- 
vah. Now thefe promifes of God look directly 
to the extirpation of all fin and rebellion from 
his intelligent creation with the angelic annun- 
ciation of ‘* Hofanna in the higheft to the Son 
of David, peace on earth, and good will towards 
men.” It was declared to Abraham by the lip 
of eternal truth, that in his feed fhould all the na- 
tions of the earth be blefled. 

Suppofing he had argued according to the ap- 
pearance of things (as thoufands do, who, in the 
religious character, rife in oppofition and deny 
plumply the fulfilment of his promife,) and faid, 
“ How can it be that I fhould have a fon ? lam 
old, and my wite well ftricken in years ; I fee no 
room to believe that fuch an event fhould ever 
take place.” But no fuch reafonings efcaped his 
lips. For if he had argued thus, he never would 
have been ftyled, the friend of God and the father 
of the faithful; for faith is the evidence of 
things not feen by the eye of fenfe. But, inftead 
of reafoning, quibbling, and raifing duis, fs 
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and ands, he, like a veteran foldier who had con. 
fidence in his commander, looked direétly to the 
power of him that had made the promife, and 
was itrong in faith giving glory to God, know. 
ing that he who had promifed was able to per- 
form the good words which he had fpoken ; 
and though after a fon was given to him, and 
he had obtained the object of his affections, yet 
his trial was not over; for he was commanded 
by divine authority to take his fon Ifaac, and of- 
fer him up as a burnt facrifice on a certain 
mountain fhewed him. The venerable old man, 
pofiefling all the feelings of parental affection, af- 
cends the fummit of the mountain in full belief 
that what God had promifed would have its ex. 
act fulfilment ; and rather than harbour a 
thought for a moment-to the contrary, he takes. 
refuge in this confideration, viz. God is able ta 
raife up my fon from the dead, and will do it 5 
I know he will, rather than break his oath or 
forego his word. | 

Here then is faith worth poflefling. And how 
is it that we poflefs fo little thereot ? wherefore 
do we limit the Holy One of Ifrael, and becaufe 
many of our fellow creatures go out of this world 
(to appearance) in unbelief and oppofition to the 
diving government, fay, that they never will be. 
taught of God, when it is written in the pro- 
ep and they fhail be all taught of him, from the 
eaft to the greateft ? Did thole, who oppofe this 
precious declaration, but poflefs the faith of A- 
braham, how would they be afhamed and cone 
founded, for reflecting fuch difhonour on the 
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royal character of the Son of God! He hath 
fpoken the word, and it is engraven as in eternal 
brafs, that in himfelf, the anointed head of hu- 
man nature, fhall all the families of the earth be 
blefled. ,But it is urged, that a great portion of 
Adam’s pofterity have made a covenant with 
death, and are at an agreement with hell ; have 
made lies their refuge, and under falfehood have 
hid themfelves. Be it fo, we grant it. And 
will religious characters aim at a confirmation 
of this covenant with death, and agreement 
with hell? Will profefled friends of chriftian- 
ity advocate lies and fupport falfehood ? Good 
Lord, to what a length of impiety have the beift 
of mankind arrived! We would afk the quef- 
tion, and wait at our pofts for an anfwer. It 
is high time that mankind fhould come dire¢tly 
to the point, and not fuffer themfelves to be de- 
luded with founds,—with yea and nay,—God 
will, and he will not,—we can do fomething in 
order to our falvation, and behold we cannot do 
any thing. : 

Such folly is not to be attributed to the Father 
of lights. We afk, Has Jehovah Jefus an intereft 
in his offspring, or has he not? Are mankind 
univerfally the purchafe of the Saviour’s blood, 
or are they not? Let us be cautious how we 
treat the fubject, for on the iflue depends every 
thing dear to man; to fay nothing of God’s 
honour. It is fimply reduced to this: God has, 
or has not, an intereft and property in his intel- 
ligent offspring. Mankind univerfally are, or 
they are not, the purchafe of the Saviour’s blood. 

To 
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To try for a moment to negative the firft quef. 
tion, which is a queftion of intereft, viz. that the 
great fource of being has not a right of property 
in mankind, would be fo fhockingly foolifh and 
foreign from truth, that it hardly deferves refuta- [J 
tion. We affirm it, that mankind are naturally | 
the rightful property of the Maker of their 
frames and Father of their fpirits. Now has 
there been any transfer of this valuable proper- 
ty ? Are there are any records to prove that a 
barter or exchange has been made? And if made, 
to whom has it been made? Has the original 
owner and holder relinquifhed His claim to, and 
intereft in mankind? Affuredly not, in any of 
the race, however funk in the fall. Therefore 
thus we argue :—He, being a Father, ought to 
be honoured ; he, being a Maiter, ought to be 
ferved ; he, being a Redeemer, ought to be lov- 
ed. If thefe relations do not fubfift, then every 
man may do as feemeth right in his own eyes ; 
having no inheritance in his Creator, he has 
nothing to hope nor fear. But evil communications 
corrupt good manners. Man has a Father to look 
up to for fuccour and fupport ; and whenever 
he feels himfelf, like the prodigal, perifhing with 
hunger, a Father’s heart and houfe are open for 
his reception. J 

Secondly, mankind univerfally are, or they are 
not, the purchafe of Jefus’ blood. If they are 
not, then there is an end of all controverfy ; but 
if they are, what power fhall wreft them out of 
His hands ? Has the inftance ever been known 
among men, that a alan purchafing a valuable 
commodity 
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commodity did not yerca it, unlefs overpowered 
by an enemy much ftronger than himfelf ? Nev- 
er have our ears been faluted with fuch a report, 
nor never will they be, for the idea is repugnant 
to the reafon and nature of things. Now let 
this apply, without any quibbling, and what does 
it provetous? Itprovesenough. It proves every 
» thing honorary to the Saviour, and profitable to 
© thecreature. It proves the abolition of all cov- 
| enants, contracts, barters or exchanges, that may 
have been made with death, hell, fin, the world, 
) fiefh, and devil, contrary to the new and everlatt- 
) ing covenant of grace. : 
: his covenant of grace is the original and law- 
» ful deed, (if we may fo exprefs it.) Its promi- 
> nent features run thus: J will, fays Jehovah, be 
to them a God, and they fhall be to me a people; 
> their fins and iniquities will I remember no more, 
but write my laws in their hearts, and they fhalt 
all know me from the leaft te the greateft, &c. We 
grant, that innumerable are the inftances of man- 
kind, in the delirium of their minds’and folly of 
their minority, who fell themfelves for nought’; 
» who will not come to Jefus for life, but fet at 
© naught all his counfel and ridicule his bleffed per- 
> fon, falvation, and atonement. But do let us be 
careful rightly to divide and’ give to each their 
portion ; to Cafar the things belonging to him, 
and to God his juft due. We deny not, but 
fubfcribe to and believe moft folemnly, that a dif- 
penfation of the great God and our Saviour is 
yet in referve, which will be exquifitely fevere to 
the feelings of every mocker and {coffer, — 
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deift andinfidel. For as fure as God is able, he 
will bring down every high look of man, and lay 
every rebel low in the duft at his feet ; not in 
order to fatisfy his juftice, or atone for their 
fins ; no, for that is already accomplifhed by the 
Son of man; but asa neceflary procefs or dif- 
penfation to humble and fubdue, that they might 
know that the heavens do rule, and give to Je- 
hovah the glory due to his name. A parent, 
adminiftering correction, is not obliged to whip 
his child to death, cut its throat, or throw it into 
the flames ; no parent, but a madman, would do 
it. And, give us leave to fay, that the nature of 
Deity precludes the poflibility of his purfuing 
fuch a line of correction toward his offspring. 
But the period is advancing when all that are 
ancenfed againft the Lord fhall be afhamed, and 
all their hiding places of falfehood and refuges of 


lies will be difcovered and fwept away, and they ~ 
left, as poor prodigals, to reflections which will 7 
excite in their fouls the deepeft felf-abafement 
and with weeping and fupplication repair to © 
mercy’s throne, to the bread of God which came © 
down from heaven on purpofe to give life to 7 


the world. And fhall they, in this condition, be 
denied the mercy of God, and the bread of life ? 


Affuredly not ; but will exclaim, O Lord, other ’ 
fords have had dominion over us, but by thee will — 


we ever make mention of thy name. 


Therefore let us be admonifhed to put on the © 
whole armour of God, that we may war a good 
warfare, and ftand in this evil day refifting all the © 
fiery darts and wiles of the devil, in all the © 
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machinations ufed to fupprefs the glorious gofpel 
in its divine import and true fignificance. Many 
and various are the arts and devices to delude,. | 
bewilder, and perplex poor fouls who would be- 
fed and refrefhed with the bread and water of 
life. Sometimes a fitnefs is urged ; conditions » 
held up, and offers made, as in the cafe of traffic 
among men.- Whereas the good, proclaimed in. 
the gofpel, is a common good, as free for one 
man as another... It isa record from heaven, . 
containing the good news of eternal life in Chrift _ 
Tefus, given to every fon and daughter of fallen 
Adam as their portion ; and there needs no 
quibbling about it, no evil furmifes whether I or 
you have a right, or have not a right, to con- 
clude the blefling ours: But every foul that 
hears the found of the gofpel trumpet, may and. 
has an indubitable right to take all the comfort 
and confolation that fuch a. proclamation divul- 
ges, as much fo as if there was not another indi-- 
vidual on earth. . 

For what the gofpel fays to one man, it fays to» 
all ; equal in its glorious import to all kindreds, 
nations, and.tongues upon the whole face of the - 
terraqueous globe ; melting in foft and melodi-- 
ous founds. upon the ears of mortal men to the 
following effect : . “ The Spirit of the Lord Gad is 
upon me, becaufe he hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings to the meek (or poor.) He hath fent me to 
bind up the broken hearted ; to priclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prifon to them. 
that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord, and the day of viftation of our God ; to. 
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comfort all that mourn :—and whoever attempts. 


to fhackle this gofpel in its free courfe, (fhould 
the character be an angel-from heaven, no matter 
who), reject and difcountenance the fpirit as a 


rank enemy of the true God, and of human fe 


O ye friends of the everlafting gofpel, preach 


the word; be intrepid and undaunted to pro- 
claim the fame to gentle and’ fimple, that men, 
hearing the melody thereof, may have their con- 
fidence and truft in the righteoufnefs of God, 
and be conftrained, from a principle of love, to 
elorify HIM-in their bodies and {fpirits which are 
his. Let us one and all be awake to our beft 
good. Let us- hold dear the precious gift of 
eternal life, that invaluable portion beftowed on 
us of God our heavenly father, friend, brother, 
-and redeemer, and not fuffer any to take from 
us this our crown. Robbéd of this, oh how 
inconceivably-pecr and wretched are we! Not 
feeling to be thankful for an exiftence rendered fo 
miferable by: an interjection of * What and if this 
exiftence is to drag out in mifery never ending !” 
Ah, friends, it is utterly impoflible to conceive 
of, and fet by the blefling of life and immortality 
too highly. Such atreafure ought to be guard- 
ed as moit facred, for it is congenial to our very 
natures and the ultimatum of all our moft fan- 
guine hopes. What is this world, with all its 
glitter and pomp, its higheft enjoyments and 
mott fuperlative good, without the aflurance of 
lite eternal in God our Saviour ? We fhould feel 
smpelled with Job to curfe the day of our birth. ; 
to 
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to etivy evety beaft of the field and fowl! of the 
} air ; and to pronounce this ftate of our exiftence 
> a cruel impofition., becaufe there is no water to 
) quench the thirft nor no food to fatiate the crav- 
) ingsimplantedin man. But, (O how foul-animat-. 
» ing the reflection !). there is fet on the table of time 
' provifion of exquifite dainties, all fuited to the 
> mental appetite of man ; and the-cry is, Eat, 0: 
) fricnds, and. drink abundantly, O beloved.. 
| Yes, the unfolding of the gofpel treafure meets: 
man as he is, in all conditions.. Is he in mental 
darknefs, having the véil of tradition over his. 
} underftanding,—behold, the light of the word 
> rends the veil and featters the mifts that brood: 
over time; uplifted banner of the Ged of fal- 
> vation fball lead the blind by a way they knew not,. 

and give them the. knowledge of falvation. \s man. 
? unholy and unlovely, filled. with revenge, and 
> malice, and uncharitablenefs,—behold, one ray 
from that effulgent Sun of righteoufnefs trani- 
> forms, as ina moment, the man. Let but the 
> gofpel mirror be prefented to his heart, and his 
» unholinefs, unlovelinefs, enmity, revenge, and’ 
» malice, leave him as naturally as the hard con- 
") gealed ice gives. way.to the reflecting beams of. 
the fun when fpring approaches. 
\ Thus powerful are the impreffions of the Son: 
) of man when he fpeaks in the gofpel word. 
» With him, indeed, all things are poflible. There- 
» fore fhould we take heed what we hear, that 
) we be not deceived by founds echoing, *“ Lo here 
) is Chrift, or, lo there is Chrift,” when the word’ 
» 18 nigh in affuring us, that Chri? died for our 
U2 
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fins, and rofe again for our juftification. Included | 
and comprehended in His death and refurrection, © 
what foe have we to dread? Here we have the | 
anfwer of a good confcience toward God, and 


can joyfully exclaim, 


rode on the fky,. 

Fully juftified I, 

Nor envy’d Elijah his feat ; 
My foul mounted higher, 
In a chariot of fire, ee. 

And the world it was under my feet.” 


An ANSWER TO CERTAIN QUERIES. 
My Friend, 


YOUR letter of January 9th was received at 
Bofton in due time, not indeed by Mr. John 
Murray, miniiter of the gofpel, to whom you ad- 
drefled it, he being abfent from home in the city 
of Philadelphia, and not expected to return till 
{pring. Your letter to him, was put into my 
hands, who have the honour to preach to the foci- 
ety under his care in his abfence : I found, upon 
reading it, a defire to anfwer your queftions ; I 
now gratify that defire, and I hope my attempt 
to fatisfy, will not be unacceptable to you. 
highly commend your fearch after truth, and 
regard you as a fincere enquirer, therefere with 


to give you my thoughts on the fubjects you 


propofe : | 
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of the world, treats mankind in general as they 


freddeth man’s blood, by man fhall his blood be Jhed ; 
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propofe: In order to. which I muft tranfcribe 
your Queries. 

Firft, you afk, “¢ Will every one of the human 
race be rewarded according to their works ?” 
To which you anfwer, “I think they will.” I 
will not be quite pofitive of your meaning here. 
If you mean that God, in his moral government 


have treated their fellow creatures ; as Whofoever 


and that he in his providence generally retaliates 
upon men by giving them the reward of their 
own hands, when they continue and perfift in 
Vicious practices, as he did upon Pharoah, Nebu- 
chadnezzar and Herod, defcending in his diftrib- 
utive moral juftice, (always intended by him as 
a corrective, as well as a trumpet of judgment to 
alarm the fenfes of the foul to confideration) to 
all grades of offenders, making the way of every 
tranfgreflor hard ; if, Sir, you mean this, then 
doubtlefs fo far you are right. But from what fol- 
lows in your letter,I conceive you mean more than 
this ; you appear to mean, that mankind receive 
invariably from the hand of God according to the 
whole demerit of their fins, that they are punifhed 
and fuffer quite as much as they deferve.» This can- 
not be true, or it would blot out the very appear- 
ance of his fair attribute, mercy, which is.always 
remembered by him in the midit of judgment. 
Mercy is, {paring an offender, or mitigating his 
fufferings. But iF every man receive according 
to the due demerit of his. deeds, as:an offender, 
then there is no mercy : but the Old and New 
| "Teftament 
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, Teftament declare there is, and every man js 2 
Monument of Mercy to himfelf. 
think yoy Will fee j¢ neceflary from thefe 
i confiderations. at leat, to correct and qualify the — 
fated opinion you have given above. 
: You Proceed, Secondly, to afk, Ts every one of 
i the human race finners, without Exception ? To 
Which you anfwer, « think they are.’ The. 
fcriptures confirm this opinion, faying, Ab q 
| Lave finned, and come {hort of the Slory of God. 
Thirdly, you afk, “Ts the Wages of fin endlefs. 4 
death fay, you think not you further- 
| add, that You find no fcripture that faith, « the. 7 
Wages of fin js endlefs death.» I Brant it, Sir ; 
neither do we, my friend, find aay icripture that 
faith, the Wages of fin are temporary death,” 
6r death for 4 time ; there was no-need to add: q 
the word endlefs to, death, as an expletive ; death - F 
is death ; jt has no. Principle of Jif. I it, or it q 
ceafes tobe death ; then thofe in death mutt bein. | 
| it endlefily ag to any life death: has fo give them, E 
or the perfon, dead has to give himfelf Death. 
, muft therefore have been inevitably endlefs to, a 
| us, if Jefus Chrift had not redeemed ys from, 4 
death, 
The refurrection from the dead, by him who, a 
| Is the Refurrection and the Life, was taking the. 4 
| Prey from the. mighty yet ful} in ftreneth ; and 4 
delivering. the. lawful Captive, while yet a prif- 
ener, is abolithing death NOt waiting til] death. 
dies of its own accord, or ceafles to be, through 3 
old age, and'then takes up mankind when death. q 
has given Up his. claim to them ; but, a the: a 
ong: 
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ffrong man is armed, and keepeth his palace, and 
his goods are at peace, he. binds him, and d& 
ftroys death and him that had the power of 


® death, the devil; faying, as a conqueror, O death, 
BI will be thy plague, O grave, I will be thy vidio 
| ry/ It is granted that endlefinefs was not ex- 
© preffed in the wages of fin ; I alfo readily confefs, 
Jefus didnot fuffer endlefs death, or endlefsly,”” 
») for he lives unto-God, and death has no more 


dominion: over him ; but by his death and refur- 


* rection he delivered us out of death, which 


would have in its own :-nature been endlefs to us, 
fo he is» faids to have. come.to feek and to fave 
the loft. . 

But, you fay, “* If the wages of fi is not end- 
lefs death, there is nothing that will merit end- 
lefs death, and fo all will be faved.”’ Saved from 
what, my good friend? not from death, accord- 
ing to you, for that is the wages of fin, and they 
receive it; not from endlefs death; -you fay, for 
there is no fuch thing. But the fcriptures fay, 
that Jefus Chrift died for our fins, and was raifed 
again for our juftification, that he bore our fins 
in his own body upon the tree. The gofpel 
reprefents Jefus as the. head of every man in hu- 
man nature ; that Jefus and mankind are as one 
perfon politic in law before God ;_ that their le- 
gal condition, as individual agents, became his 
by virtue of relation. Hence the prophet faith, 
He was wounded for our tranfgreffions. ~ And his 
legal: condition, as Head of the whole body, be- 
came ours; hence we are faid to be made the 
righteouinefs ef God in him. ji 
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himfelf, and fhall finally perfect what he has 
begun. 
But all this you appear to have overlooked, 
or not confidered ; and you appear to under- 
ftand the death of Chrift for mankind in no 
other light than that of a martyr, or as an ex- 
ample only, and not as a proper atonement and 
facrifice. But to confider the death of Chrift as 
a martyrdom or exampleon!ly, appears to me to 
contradiét Motes, the prophets, and apoftles : for- 
they all reprefent Chrift’s death as a vicarious 
facrifice, as made for the expiation of guilt, and 
to obtain pardon of fin. | 
Again. You afk, “ Is there one Supreme God 
over all, blefled for ever? does he potlefs infinite 
wifdom, mercy, power, juftice, love, goodnefs, 
and truth ? Is it blafphemy to preach any thing 
that will rob God of any of thefe attributes ?” 
You anfwer, “ Yes, if there 1s any blafphemy.” 
Then you proceed, faying, ‘“* And if he is infinite 
in wifdom, he knew from eternity every event 
that does take place, and is not difappointed nor 
difpleafed, for infinite power could have altered 
it ; of courfe every thing is as he pleafed to have 
it, and fin is no where but in the ignorance of 
human nature.” | 
[readily grant you, that God knew all events of 
time in eternity, but I do not feel liberty of con- 
{cience to fay, all things and actions are alike pleaf- 
ing to him. I fhudder at the thought : for fuch 
an opinion is direétly contrary to all the Old and 
New Teftament, which repeatedly declares, that 
God was difpleafed with many on many accounts. 
see, 
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But you, my friend, appear to me have no, 
idea of the atonement of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
as made for our fins ; of the facrifice he offered 
without {pot to God, as the propitiation for the }@ 
fins of the whole world, which all the fcriptures [% 
teftify of fo plainly, faying, He redeemed us from 
the curfe of the law, being made a curfe for us. 
But you appear to fee no neceflity at all for the 
death of the Lamb of God, to take away the fin 
of the world, and to reconcile us to God by his. 
blood. 

I am aware that there are fome, who object. 
to the atonement of Jefus for fin, as 1 have flat. 7 
ed it, under an idea that it fullies the natural 
perfection of goodnefs in God, and upbraid us 
with holding, that Chrift purchafed the love 
of God to mankind. But-we deny this charge, 
and fay—Chrift purchafed mankind from under 
death, by a ranfom price in law, paid down to 
divine juftice, which was his lite, which he gave 
for the life of the world, that they might enjoy 
the love of: God ‘in himfelf the Head of every 
man ; which love gave us him as our Head, be- 
fore the ages of times, and in that capacity he 
removed from us in time all that took place in 
us difagreeable to the holinefs and purity of his na- 
ture. This is done in law’by facrifice already ; by 
which facrifice, God accepts the finner as holy, 
and will finally give him the perfonal participa-. 
tion of the holy nature of the fecond Adam, as 
his image. Indeed he is now, in time, gradually 
progrefling in his work of fubdvuing all things to 
| himéelt, 
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q appear to mean, that, there is no fuch thing as 


moral evil in the world—that what we diftin- 
guifh by vice and virtue, is all alike with God, 
and equally the infpiration of the Father of 
lights from whom all good proceeds. Sin, you » 


appear to think, proceeds from him—therefore 
+ mutt, you appear to conclude, be a good. For 


you fay, If men had wifdom enough to difcern 


* between good and evil, all would think alike, 
) and fin would vanifh out of the world. Which 
> I underftand, from what goes before it, thus :— 
’ That no man would then count the actions of his 
\ brother or fifter wrong, however immoral, as 
+ we now fay ; but would look upon all things 


- alike, in all fenfes right, and free from blame or- 


' cenfure, as the actions of the great Creator put 
' forth by the medium of the creature as his 
machine ! 


I hope, Sir, thefe moft horrid fentiments are 
merely {peculative with you, and no way execue 
tive or influential upon you ; that your heart, 
by the diftillation of the invifible dew and de- 
{cending rain of the Son of man, who attracts 
and will attract all hearts to himfelf, is inclined 
to virtue: though I muft fay, your opinions ap- 
pear to me to have a very licentious tendency.— 
They appear calculated to deftroy all moral fenfe, 
and to preclude the poflibility of blame or praife, 
of cenfure or approbation, of ourfelves, or others, 
{hould we or they be never fo wicked, mifchiev- 


OF injurious among men. 


Thefe ideas, to me, Sir, are moft horrid and 
blafphemous ; fhould the world believe, and act 


Ww upon 
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See, as a fpecimen only, 1 Cor. x. 5. Sin is the 
oppofite to God—is not his creature or produc. 
tion, in which he never had, or could have, any 


4 
a 


hand at all. For he is one whole, and indivifible © 


in his eflence and attributes, therefore could not — 
be tempted of evil, neither tempteth he any man © 


to fin ; but every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away by his own luft and enticed. - There- 
fore the apoftle exhorts, Let no man fay,.when he 
is tempted, that he is tempted of Gad. 

Sin, in angels or man, was and is an ABusE of 
the powers beftowed upon them of God their 


Creator, and their own proper act and deed and 


not his, therefore not to be charged upon him, 
but upon them as their a¢t and deed : for which 


act of rebellion, the Son of man, as Head of the * 


race in God, offered a propitiatory facrifice, for 
the reconciliation of the world to the holinef§ 
and juftice of God in law, which by fin they had 
oppofed and offended. By virtue of which facri- 
fice he, as Lord of all, has legal power over, as 
well as native right aLL And they 
are now by right of nature, and claim of law by 
redemption, openly and declaredly in his hands, 
and under the difpenfations of his kingdom as 
Mediator for fubjugation and the utter extirpa- 
tion of fin, as a moral evil, out of their natures ; 
that' they, as the body, may be prefented by him 
finally, perfonally, and individually,—as they are 
already collectively, by reprefentation in him,— 
Holinefs to the Lord! 

But you fay, “ Sin is no where but in the 
ignorance of human nature.” By which you 


appear 
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upon them, it would become a field of blood. 
All reftraint, by them, is taken off, and the foun. 
dation of accountability for words or aétions de- 
{troyed from among men. God, in the ferip- 
tures, by his prophets and apofitles, as capable of 
moral agency and as rational creatures, exhorts, 
reproves, rebukes, threatens and chaftifes men for 
faults ; all which is very inconfiftent with man’s 
being a mere machine, fulfilling only the will 
and pleafure of God in all his actions : For God 
does not trifle with men and {peak infincerely 
when he attaches blame to them, and juttifies 
himfelf, faying, As I live, I will not the death of 
the finner. 1 do not think I have miftaken your 
meaning, Sir: If I have, and fhould ever know 
it, I fhall feel happy that you do not entertain 
fuch fentiments your letter appears plainly to 
convey. And if I have underftood you right, 
which I believe I have, let me befeech you to 
think again, and not think to be wife above 
what is written in the holy {criptures ; to the 
truth of which, all nature and man bears tefti- 
mony, his thoughts accufing, or elfe excufing, 
which they would not, could not do, if all 
actions were alike pleafing to God. But there 
is an eternal permanent good in God, revealed in 
man, by the gofpel of Jefus Chrift—into perfect 
conformity to which, he will finally bring all 
men, and totally extirpate the evil, becaufe it 
never pleafed him. 
lam, Sir, your well wither, 
T. J. 
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An ODE, 


Tranflated from the Cambrian language, by T. Jones. 


W om fee I from Edom arife 

Ten thoufand times brighter than day ; 
From Bozrah that blufhes the {fkies, 

In crimfon and fcarlet array ; 

Whofe march is both ftately and ftrong, 
Majeftic and warlike his brow ; 

All glory waves with him along, 
Commanding all nature to bow ? 


2 

I’m Alpha! Omega am I! 

Who always in righteoufnefs fpeak, 
Whofe power forever is nigh, 

My counfels I never forfake ; 

The loft and the wretched’s my care, 
I lead them to fafety and peace ; 

In rapture extatic they fhare 

The wonderful riches of grace, 


3 


Pray tell me, if I may enquire, 

The reafon thy raiment is red ; 

Why dyed in blood thy attire 

As theirs in the wine-prefs who tread ? 
On feeing the enemy arm’d, 

For numbers as fands on the fhore, 


The people, left they fhould be harm’d, 
Forfook me and fled at their roar. 
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4 


Alone in the midft of my foes, 
Without, either fecond or friend ; 

No arm but my own to oppofe, 

While thoufands againit me were blend, 
While fury appear’d in their mien, 
Deftruction ! their rallying word ; 

I utter’>d a word! and a fign! 

But none did an anfwer afford. 


5 
_ My hand I then waved in air, 
While glittering unfheath’d was my fword, 
My arm, fo ftrong nerved, was bare, 
I fought in the name of the Lord. 
i conqueft by blood I obtain’d! 
My kingdom, in thraldom enflav’d, 
From every ufurper regain’d, 
And man in mydelf I have fawd. 


6, 
Dominions large, ample, and wide, 
{ rightfully claim as my own, 
My ranfom’d, and prifoners befide, 
My fceptre and power fhall own : 
All fpace as my right I poffefs, 
My line marks the univerfe bound, 
My portion I’m able to blefs, 
And will through, eternity’s round, 


~ 
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JOB XXil. 21. Acquaint now thyfelf with him, 
and be at peace. 


THE mifery of mankind, arifes chiefly from 
thefe two caufes,—confcioufnefs of guilt, and 


ignorance of the character of God. ‘Thofe who 
know and feel that they are finners, and are un- 
acquainted with the glorious. plan of grace exhi- 
bited in the gofpel, tremble in the contemplation 
of the juftice of an infinitely wife and holy God, 
and are continually crying out, Who will /hew us 
any good? ‘They are fenfible that their conduct 
is repugnant to his nature, who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity. And until the veil is 
taken away, and that eternal lite which is hid 
with Chrift in God—for the fulnefs of the loft 
nature is applied with power to their confcien- 
ces,—they muft. remain in a ftate of condemna- 
tion. He who believeth uot is condemned already. 
While the mind is thus enveloped in guilt and 
darknefs it is the continual prey of reftlefS anxi- 
ety and fear. When Jofeph’s brethrgn came 
into his prefence they were unacquainted with 
his true character, and, judging from their own, 
could expect nothing but his difpleafure. We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, was the language 
of their hearts. And, “ we are verily guilty in 
the fight of God’—mutft be the language of 
every individual of the human kind before they 
can be made fit to embrace the Gofpel —T 
_ 
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of falvation. Every mouth muft be ftopped and 
all the world become guilty before God, fays an 
Apottle. To know the need of a Saviour, it is 
neceflary we fhould know our condition as fin- 
ners. They who are whole need not a phyfician, 
but they who are fick. All men at times, we 
conceive, are confcious that they are finners.— 
The light of nature alone teaches us there is a 
difference between right and wrong. ‘There is 
a monitor in every bofom, accufing or excuf- 
ing. But although reafon teaches us that we are. 
prone to errer, it is not able to point out a 
remedy for the evil. 

Hence the neceflity of attending to the exhor- 
tation in the paflage under confideration. <Ac- 
quaint now thyfelf with him (i. e. with God, as in 
the margin) and be at peace. To know God (lays 
an Apoltle) is life eternal. Not that he intended. 
a mere belief of the exiftence of God, for this 1s. 
confefled by deifts as well as chriftians. On 
every thing which exifts the being of God is 
legibly inferibed. In the moit favage defert we 


difcover the footfteps of the Almighty. The. 


heavens akove, and the earth beneath, proclaim 


his exiftgnce, as well as his wifdom, goodneis 
and power. 


“ Part of his name divinely ftands 
On all his creatures writ ; 


They ihew the labour of his hands,. 
The imprefs of his feet.” 


But to know God in the fenfe which this 
Apoitle intended is, we conceive, to know the 
relation in which he fiandsto the human natures 


as 
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4 as revealed in the facred fcriptures, as the ever- 


) lafting Father, who made man for a ftate of eter- 


* nal glory and felicity. ‘Fo know him as infinite 
> in wifdom and power, and that confequently he 
» cannot be defeated in his beneficent purpofes ; 
> To know his character as manifefted in the hu- 
’ manity, as the juft God and the Saviour, who as 
» the fecond Adam was made under the law to rea 


> deem them who were under the law. It was this 


) knowledge which enabled Job amidft all the evils 
' with which he was afflicted to exclaim with tri- 
umphant joy—I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
| and that he fhall fiand at the latter day upon the 
| earth, and though after my fein worms -deftroy this 
body, yet in my fhall I fee God. Again 
_ This knowledge leads us to behold him as the 
_ God of providence, as our greateft and beft ben- 
efactor, who is good unto all, who openeth bis lib« 
eral hand and fatisfieth the defire of every living 
thing with good. 

Thofe who reprefent the Deity.as the enemy 
of the human race, though in the loweit grade 
of wretchednefs, we believe greatly err, not 
knowing the {criptures, or the nature of God. 
Such.fentiments are calculated to freeze up ev- 
ery warm emotion of gratitude and love, which 
naturally arife in the mind. True indeed it is, 
that the proper reprefentation of the character 
of God in the manifeftation of his goodnets, 
leads men to repentance ; and the love of God, 
thed abroad in the heart, moft effectually teaches 


the denial of ungodlinefs and every ‘worldly and 
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flcfoly luft, and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly 
in the prefent evil world. | 
By this knowledge we fee alfo mercy and 


truth, in the falvation of finners, meeting togeth. | 


er,—righteoufnefs and peace embracing each 
other. We behold God as juft, and yet the juf- 
tificr of the ungodly. We fee his righteous law 
magnified and made honourable, and the finner 
faved with an everlafting falvation. We do not 
now “ fet at jarring odds heaven’s attributes, and 
with one perfection wound another.” Juttice, 
fo far from oppofing, demands the falvation of 
the finner, inafmuch as he hath blotted out the 
hand writing of ordinances that was againft us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way nailing it to his crofs, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between “few and Gen- 
tile, and reconciled both unto God in one body by 
the crofs, having flain the enmity thereby. 

The eternal life, treafured up for mankind in 
the fecond Adam, is not of that precarious na- 
ture as the life we had from the firft Adam. It 
is as fecure and permanent as the throne of 
God. [If the life of mankind ts hid with Chrift 
in God, as their elder brother, then it is evident 
that the devil himfelf can never find it, or they 
ultimately lofe it. Were the life of mankind in 
their own keeping, they would lofe it as their 
firft parents did. But they are not their own, 
they are bought with a price: they are in a ftate 
of minority, and have no right to fell their inher- 
itance. ‘The firft houfe being built upon the 
fand very foon fell—the fecond, being built 

upon 
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> upon a rock, can never be removed :—i. e. the 

> lite which we had in the firft Adam we lo,* :-— 

> in the fecond, we have an inheritance which we 
> can never lofe. 

» Having briefly fpoken of the knowledge of 

) God, we will now pafs on to confider the latter 
= part of the verle—and be at peace. And, firft, 
*’ we remark, that peace of mind isthe certain 
~ confequence of fuch an acquaintance with God. 
| Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whofe mind is 
frayed on thee, fays the prophet Iffiah. And the 
_ Saviour, {peaking to his. difciples, fays, Peace I 
) leave with you ; my peace I give unto you, not as 
> the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
| beart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. And 
again, Thefe things have I fpoken unto you, that in 
| me ye might have peace. And we hear the apoftle 
Paul exprefling the fame idea, Therefore being juf- 
tified, by faith we have peace with God through 
our Lord “fefus Chrift. 

Not that we have this peace by way of reward, 
but as a confequence refulting from the knowl- 
edge of a truth which exited prior to our belief. 
Vor, fays an apoftle, He is our peace (i. e. the Sa- 
viour) who hath made peace by the blood of the 
crofs. The covenant of his peace fhall never be re- 
moved. ‘The council of peace was between them 
both (as we read in Zechariah) between the divine 
and the human nature ; the human nature,in their 
reprefentative character, their head, the Head of ev- 
ery man. ‘This peace is ratified in the council of 
heaven, and will remain true through the ceafe- 
tefs aces of eternity, to be manifefted to the chil- 
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dren of men as infinite wifdom fees beft. The | 
unbelief of the creature cannot ultimately make 


this peace of no effect. If we deny him he will 
not deny himfelf. If we forfake him, he is faithful 
who hath promifed, who alfo will do it. Mankind 


are now called upon in the gofpel to believe this | ~ 
truth. ‘The confequence of belief is joy and peace. | 
The confequence of unbelief is condemnation,— |” 


which condemnation muft continue until that 
_ glorious period arrives fpoken of by the prophet 
Wfaiah in his 25th chapter : And he fhall deftroy 
in’ this mountain the face of the covering caft over 
all people, and the veil which is fpread over all na- 
tions. He will fwallow up death in victory, and 
the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all 
faces, and the rebuke of his peoplé fhall he take away 
from off all the earth. When this veil of igno- 
rance and darknefs is taken away, and the Sav- 
lour of the world exhibited to their view in his 
own amiable and engaging character, they will 
cordially embrace him as the chiefe/? among ten 
thoufand, and one altogether lovely. 

_ Again :—The confideration of the peace pro- 
_ clarmed in the gofpel will lead us to live in peace 
with one another as brethren. It will teach us 
to cultivate a fpirit of charity and good will to- 
wards our fellow men, and caufe us to meafure 
to others the fame meafure which we do to our- 
felves, knowing that they alfo are redeemed with 
the fame precious blood of Chrift. 


“¢ Like him, the foul thus kindled from above, 
Spreads wide her arms of univerfal love ; 
And ftill enlarg’d, as fhe receives the grace, 
Includes creation in her clofe embrace.” 
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| It will alfo teach us to love all men, and to do 
'} good to all men as we have opportunity. To 
+ have peace in our own bofoms we mutt be in 
> concord with all mankind. A fpirit of hatred 


' | and ill-will toward men is inconfiftent with the 
> chriftian character, and totally oppofite to the na- 


+ ture of the gofpel. The foul when properly af- 
| feéted by the love of God in the redemption of 
* a loft and ruined world, becomes {ufceptible, 
> mild, and benevolent. The real chriftian em- 
) braces in the arms of his affection every finner in 
the univerfe, and joining the rapturous fong of 
angels exclaims, Glory to God in the higheft that 
there is on earth peace and good will to men. When 
he beholds his fellow creatures under the influ. 
ence of that adverfary who worketh in the hearts 
of the children of difobedience, he pities their 
weaknefs and folly, and rejoices exceedingly in 
the reflection that the time is coming when they 
fhall be delivered from thefe malignant paflions, 
and (like the man among the tombs) be found _ 
fitting in humble attitude at the feet of their di- 
vine Mafter in their right minds. For the hon- 
our of his God he will diftinguifh between the 
foul of man and the work of the devil. He will 
love the one and. hate the other. He believes 
that the Phyfician of value knows how to cure 
the difeafe without deftroying the patient. For 
this purpofe came he into the world, to deftroy the 
work of the devil and to deliver them who, through 
a of death, were all their life-time fubje to bon- 
ages 

Yo conclude.—Let us as chriftians be truly 
thankful 


% 
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thankful our God for the manifold 
of his univerfal goodnefs, for removing the veil J 
_ of darknefs from our minds, and enabling us to § 
rejoice in this truth. He doth indeed caufe the] 
heart of the believer to rejoice with joy unfpeak. J 
able. Let us then as children of the light and of 4 


the day, walk circumfpeétly in life, and adorn the i 
doétrine of God the Saviour in all things ; to whom hh 
be praife and glory forever. Amen. + 

I JOHN il. 8. For this purpofe the Son of God q 
was manifeficd, that he might deftroy the works 
of the devil. | 4 
IN attending to this paflage we fhall purfue 7 
the following method : q 


ift. We fhall enquire, what is meant by the 4 
Son of God | 

adly. What is meant by his being manifefted ? 

3dly. What is meant by the devil ? 

4thly. What is meant by the works of the 
devil? And conclude our remarks on this paf- 
faze by fhewing, by the {fcriptures, that thefe 
works fhall be deftroyed. 

ift. What is meant by the Son of God ? 

As the infinite Source of all exiftence is, and 


forever will be, invifible to all his creatures, he 
was pleafed to exhibit all his attributes in the 
perfon of Jefus Chrift, who is the image of the 

invifible 
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Anvifible God, and who alfo was declared to be the 
‘on of God with power, by the refurrection from 
Rhe dead. In him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the 
todhead, bodily ; all things were made by him,and 
for him, and without him was not any thing made. 
* The firft man, we are told, was made in the 
$mage of God. But he was not the exprefs 
i age of his perfon ; he was but a figure of 
him that was. He was of the earth earthy. 
We are alfo informed that Adam was the /on of 
God, and though he had dominion over the ani- 
Mal creation, yet, when he had laid down his 
fife, be had not power to take it again; this 
power belonged only to Chrift the fecond Adam, 
bvho faid, I have power to lay down my life, and I 
ave power to take it again. 
} We will now proceed to the 2d 3 inquiry, Viz. 
WWhat is meant by his being manifefted ? 
+ When God purpofed in himfelf, before the 
world began, to make man, he in his infinite wif- 
om forefaw every event which would take place 
an this world ; he faw that man would fall into 
Ahis ftate of fin and mifery, by tranfgrefling his 
‘command ; he therefore provided a remedy for 
Mthis evil, by fecuring man’s eterna] life in Jefus 
1Chrift. "Hence the apoftle, {peaking of the grace 
Pwhich was given us in Chrift, fays, Who hath 
Yaved us, and called us with an holy calling, not 
§according to our works, but according to his Ow? 
ipurpofe and grace, which was given us in Chrift 
a jefus before the world began: but is now made 
pnanifeft by the appearing of our Saviour ‘fefus 


Chrift, hath abolifbed death, and hath brought 


é 


| 
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life and immortality to light through the gofpel i 
2 Tim. i. 9, 10. So we fee God was manifetted [7 
in the flefh, and he was manifetted to take away 
our fins. 

adly. What is meant by the devil? ne 

‘The word devil, fignifies a fallen angel ; and | 
the {criptures inform us that God {pared not the F- 
angels that finned, but caft them down to hell, 
and delivered them i into chains of darknefs, to be 
referved unto the judgment of the great day. 
And as the word man fometimes fignifies the 
whole human race, as where God faid, Let us 
make man in our image, Gen. 1. 26, fo the word | 
devil may fignify all the angels that fell ; at leat, 
we conceive, it means one of them. 

Athly. What are the works of the devil ? 

The firft work that this adverfary performed } 
in this world, was that of deception, the confe- [7 
quence of which was fin ; ; for we are told, that [7 
the woman, being deceived, was in the tranferef- 
fion ; and he that committeth fin is of the devil, 
for the devil finneth from the beginning ; that 
is, he that committeth fin is the fervant of the 
devil. t 

Thus we fee that fin (which is the caufe of all 
the miferies we experience, either fpiritual or 
temporal) is the work of the devil, and no doubt 
he intended to have kept us in this ftate forever. 
But thanks be to God, that when the fulnefs of 
time was come, the Son of God, the feed of the 
woman, was manifefted, and bruifed the head of | 
that old ferpent the devil ; ; and now, having loft 


all hope of keeping his captives in eternal aie 


~ 
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| he is exercifing all the powers he has remaining 
' to prevent mankind from knowing his head is 
) pruifed ; and although he believes there is one 
| God, and trembles in expectation of the judgment 
+ to come, when he will be revealed in his true 
' charaéter to all who have been blinded by him, 
and then deftroyed ; yet he endeavours to per- 
+ fuade men that his reign will be coeval with that 
_ of Jefus Chrift, his conqueror. Hence the apoftle 
| faith, the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
| of them which believe not, leaft the light of the glo- 
| risus gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of God, 
foould fhine unto them. 2 Cor. iv. 4. By which 
} it appears, that unbelief is the work of the devil, 
or at leaft blindnefs is his work, which is the 
caufe of unbelief. Hence when any perfon, in 
in obedience to the command of the Saviour, 
goes forth to preach the gofpel to every creature, . - 
which gofpel is glad tidings to all people, the 

firft objection that he raifes in the mind of the 
hearers is, “ how dol know thefe glad tidings 
are for me?” If the meflenger informs them 
that they are for all people without exception, 
the next objection he raifes is this,—‘ Well, if 
they are for all mankind it is upon certain con- 
ditions.” If we afk the objector what thefe 
conditions are, he will, perhaps, anfwer in the 
fame blindnefs of mind and fay, that “ repen- 
tance and faith are the conditions ;” that is, if 
you repent of your fins and believe the gofpel, 
then the gofpel is true. If the fervant of Chritft 
fhould declare, that thefe are not conditions, but 
that they are the means which God has appoint- 


ed 
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ed to bring mankind into the enjoyment of what [| 
the gofpel promifes,—the blind objector will 
probably fay, ‘‘ fuppofe thefe means fhould not | 
be ufed with all mankind.” ‘To this, every child | 
of Abraham would anfwer, we ought to believe | 
God rather than man, and he hath fworn by | 
himfelf, that every knee fhall bow, and every tongue } 
fhall fwear, furely fhall fay, In the Lord have | 
righteoufne/s and ftrength. we fee repen- 
‘tance and faith are enfured by the oath of God ; | 
that is, repentance in bowing the knee, and 
in {wearing they have righteouinefs in 
im. 

We will now proceed to fhew by the fcripture | 7 
that thefe works of the devil will finally be de. | 7 
firoyed : and this, we conceive, will be accom. 
plifhed according to the progreflive method | | 
which God has adopted for himielf. And, firft, 
fin is the tranfgreflion of the law of God, and it | 7 
was committed by man through the temptations: 
of the devil, therefore it may be called the work | | 
of the devil, for he worketh in the children of |7 
difobedience ; and as death was the penalty an. |7 
nexed to this tranfgreflion, the firft thing that || 
was neceflary to be done, was to make an atone- | | 
ment ; for without fhedding of blood there is no. |~ 
Temifiion of fins, and asthe firit Adam repre- 
fented all mankind in his tranfgreflion, fo Jefus | 
Chrift the fecond Adam reprefented all mankind |_ 
in his death, for he tafted death for every man, © 
and fin, as it refpected the feparation it made be- © 
tween God and man, in the eye of juftice, was © 


put away by the facrifice of Chrift, and will final- 
ly 


4 
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ly be completely deftroyed as it refpects its opera- 
+ tions on mankind individually, for fe was mani- 
3 feed to take away our fins. 


| We have already obferved that unbelief is the 
work of the devil, for he hath blinded the minds. 
. of them that believe not. But perhaps it may 
‘4 be well for us to inquire, What unbelief is? 


_ And we conceive it is, not believing what is in 
’ itfelf true, and that is, the gofpel of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, which declares, that he died for our 
fins according to the {fcriptures, and rofe again 
> for our juitification. But the devil is permitted 
+ to blind the minds of fome, fo that the light of 


this glorious gofpel cannot fhine unto them ;: 


) neverthelefs, God has commanded his minitters 
| to preach this gofpel to every creature, that faith 
+ may come by hearing. But if he had: determin- 
) ed never to give this faith to every. creature,. 
| he certainly would not have appointed and ufed — 
) the means which he has, to communicate it to» 
them ; and though fome may refiit this counfel: 
| of God againft themfelves, for a while, yet the 
} time is coming when God will undertake his: 
_ own work, and then it will be as much impofli-- 
» ble to refift him as it was for Saul of Tarfus,. 
' when the Lord. Jefus was. revealed from heaven, 
to refift im. | 
But let it not be-fuppofed that we think any 
part of mankind will be faved in their fins; this: 
would be as much impoflible as it would. be to 
fave a perfon’s life, who is in a violent fever, by 
continuing the fever. The very name,,. Jefusy, 
was given to.the Saviour to fignify that he thould 
xX 2. fave: 


| 
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fave his people from their fins. But who are his : 


people ? That God has had, in all ages of the | 
world, a peculiar people, whom he has chofen out | 
of the world, and to whom he has made himfelf | 
known in a peculiar manner, we very readily ac- | 
knowledge ;. but that thefe are all the people he | 
has, we do not believe ; for, we are told, his | 
kingdom ruleth over all. We are alfo informed, ~ 
that the glory of a prince is in the multitude of | 7 
his fubjects ; and in order that Jefus, the prince | ~ 


of peace, might be glorious, we are informed by 
the prophet Daniel, that there was given him do- 


minion and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, ~ 
nations and languages fhould ferve hime And St. 


John, in his. vifions, informs us that he heard 


great voices in. heaven, faying, The kingdoms of 


this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 


of bis Chrift, and he reign forever and ever. | 
And he will put down all rule, and authority, — 


and pewer, for he muft reign (in the character P 


of Conqueror) till he hath put all enemies under | 


his feet. For through death he will deftroy 


death, and him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil. And the laft enemy fhall be def- | 


troyed, that is, death; then cometh the end, 


when he fhall deliver up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father, that God may be all inall. Not 
that Chrift thall deliver up his dominions, for his. — 


dominion is an everlafting dominion ; but hav- 
ing fubdued all rebellion in his kingdom, hav- 


ing faved all his fubjects from their fins, he pre~ — 
fents them without {pot to God. And God fhall | 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there “a 


= 
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1} be no more death, neither forrow, nor crying, neither 
> fhall there be any more pain, for the former things 
are pafed away. Rev. xxi.-4. 


© bieffed Power, O glorious 
What a large victory fhall enfue ; 
And converts, who thy grace obey, 
Exceed the drops of morning dew. 


) youn v. 39. Search the fcriptures ; in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
teftify of me. 


THIS advice was given to the Jews by our 
Lord in confequence of their unbelief, as we fee 
by the preceding part of this chapter, in which 
we have an account given us of a miraculous 
cure performed by our blefled Mafter on one of 
his fuffering offspring. But the Jews, though 
fully acquainted with the perfon on whom this 
miracle of healing had been made, ftill perfifted 
in their oppofition to Jefus. So oppofed were 
they to him, that when the man that was made 
whole, ventured to acknowledge that it was by 
the power of our Lord that he was thus reftor- 
ed, their indignation was heightened, and fo in- 
veterate were they, that they fought the more 
(we are told), to kill him. 

How beautiful, at this, as well as at all other 
times, does the conduct of our blefiled Mafter 
appear! After beholding their blindnefs and 

ingratitude, 


° 
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ingratitude, inftead of rebuking them, or leaving | 
them in this comfortlefs ftate, he condefcends [| 
to converfe with them in the moft friendly man. | 
ner ; and as they were in fuch darknefs with re. © 
{pect to his character, he tells them, he could do | 


nothing of himfelf. Jf, fays he, I bear witne/s of 


myfelf, my witnefs. is not true ; there is one that 


beareth witnefs of me, and I know, the witnefs which | 


he witneffeth of me is true. 


Thus did our blefled Saviour condefcend to. : 


converfe with them, and then requefts them to 
fearch the {criptures ; as though he had faid,— 
“You have feen the miracle I have performed 
on the perfon now before you; you are ac- 
quainted with him ; you know that for thirty- 
eight years he has laboured with the infirmity 
which I have now relieved him from ; and with- 
out doubt you have been witnefles to medical 
aids being adminifired to him, but to no pur: 
pofe ; you now fee that by the word of my 
power he is reftored to health. HE all this will 
not convince you that Iam He of whom Mofes 
and the prophets wrote, do fearch the feriptures. 
If what you have feen me do is not fufficient to 
convince: you that Iam He which the {fcriptures 


teftify of, I entreat of you to fearch the {crip- 


tures, and fee if you can, by thus-doing, fatisfy 
your minds : depend on it, it is of the greateft 
importance to you.” 

But it may be well. for us to inquire, what 
fcriptures our Lord directed thofe Jews to fearch. 
And, fecondly, whether thefe fcriptures did tef- 
tify of him: ‘Thirdly, whether thofe opr 

that 
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that they were directed to fearch gave the prom- 
ife of eternal life to thofe Jews ; and, fourthly, 
whether the promife of eternal life was confined 
to them, or extended to the whole of Adam’s 
pofterity. 

Firft.—That the old teftament writings were 
the fcriptures which our Lord. direéted them to 
fearch, is not to be doubted ; as the new Telta- 
ment was not at that time written. ‘To prove 
which, we need only mention the following paf- 
faze, as recorded by St. Luke im his 24th chap- 
ter, 25th, 26th, and 27th verfes. There the 
evangelift inform us, that our blefied Mafter, 
when travelling with his difciples to Emmaus, 
thus addrefled them, O foals, and flew of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have fpoken! Ought 
not Chrijt to have fuffered thefe things, and to en- 
ter into his glory? And beginning at Mofes and at 
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
fcriptures the things concerning himfelf. And the 
3ift and 32d verfes inform us, that sheir eyes 
were opened, and they knew him ; and he vanifbed 
out of their fight. And they faid one to another, 
Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked 
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
Scriptures 2. Many other paflages might be men- 
tioned to prove that the prophets and pfalms 
were the fcriptures that they were directed to 
fearch. But concluding that what is mentioned 
1s fufficient to fatisfy an honeft inquirer after 
truth, for brevity we fhall omit to mention any 
more, and proceed to our 

Second inquiry, viz. Whether thefe fcriptures 
did teftify of Jefus Chrift ? 
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The firft paflage we fhall notice under this head| 
is recorded in Exodus xii. in which we have an| 
account given us of a lamb that was to be offer. | 
ed as a facrifice. This lamb was to be roafted J 
with fire, and to be eaten with bitter herbs. <A/ 
bone of it was not to be broken ; and thofe that | 
eat of it were to ftand with ftaves in their hands. | 
But an inquirer will be ready to afk, how this} 
Jamb may be confidered as pointing to Jefus | 
Chrift ? To which we aafwer ;—we know his f 
of any character in the fcriptures to whom this F 
jamb will itrictly apply, but to that Lamb which | 4 
the prophet Ifaiah had in view, when, under the | 4 
direction of the Spirit of truth, he faid ; he is 3 
brought as a lamb to the flaughter ; and as ‘a Jbeep 
before ber fbearers is dumb, fo he opened not his | 
mouth. Waiah lin. And here we feel no {mall de- © 
eree of fatisfaction, that we are in unifon with © 
our brethren, that are not in fentiment with us 4 
in other matters, that this was the perfon that. | 
John called on his difciples, when he faw Jefus | 
coming to him, to behold as the Lamb of God 
that came to take away the fin of the world. 
But, as we aflerted, we know of no one to 
whom this lamb would ftrictly apply, but that 
lamb which the prophet alluded to, we will en- 
deavour to fee whether it will not be agreeable 
to {cripture to apply it to our divine matter. 

That his whole life was a life of love is not to — 
be denied. In his greateft afflictions he manifett- 
ed alamb-like difpofition ; his greateft enemies 
were the objects of his tender affection. Behold 
him, when befet by a band of unthinking fol- 


diers, 
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1 diers, and treated by them in the moft cruel 
manner! How did he conduct himfelf toward 


|B jects of his revenge? Do we hear him threat- 
ening them, or telling them he had power fuffi- 
"cient to crufh them ; and if they did not defift, 
|B he would manifeft it, and punifh them adequate 
||| to their crimes ? No, blefled be his name! no- 
/) thing like this was ever heard from him ; he 
| knew better how to have compaflion on the ig- 
: norant, and them that are out of the way. It 
} appears by our Lord’s addrefs to them, that he 
y beheld them with an eye of pity. Whom feek ye? 
4 fays he; they anfwer, Jefus; then fays he, J am 


© be: if me ye feek, let thefe go their way. As though 
® he had faid,—if you feck me, hereI am; take 
= me, but do not trouble thofe that are with me. 
» Let them go their way, I furrender myfelf to 
you. Again ;—when our Saviour was brought 
| before Pilate he was accufed of many things ; 
falfe witnefles were raifed up againit him; they 
laid to his charge things which he was innocent 
% of: But he endured all the infults and cruel 
% mockings of thofe who held him, without fhew- 
> ing the leaft appearance of refentment ; although 
many queftions were afked him, yet opened not 
his mouth in anfwer. Then was fulfilled that 
§ which was fpoken by Ifaiah, in his 53d chapter, 
@ where he faith, He was brought as a lamb to the 
 /laughter, and as a fheep before her fhearers is dumb, 
iy /o be opened not his mouth. 

2 Thus we fee the Saviour of the world main- 
tained the lamb-like charaéter, and that he 

ifelte 


§them: Were theie unthinking beings the ob- 
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ifefted it by praying for his enemies ; even in his 
laft agonies, when he was reviled, he reviled not 
again ; and let it never be forgotten, that while 
he was thus bearing our oriefs, and carrying our 
forrows, his laft petition for his perfecutors was, 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 


do. 
But we are told *~< this lamb was to be 


roafted with fire . to be eaten with bitter 


herbs. ‘That this was figurative of Jefus Chrift, 
as the lamb of God, will appear evident by com- 
paring this with fome other pafiages. The 
pfalmiit, prophefying of the fufferings of Jefus 
Chriit, fays, They gave me gall for my meat, and 
in my thir ft, they gave me vinegar to drink. Pfalm 
Ixix. 21. When the Lamb of God was fuffer- 
ing on the crofs, he cried, I thirft ; and they of- 


fer bim vinegar mingled with gall: By which we 


fee, that the lamb under the law was a hieure, 
not only of our Saviour, but of his {ufferings 
alfo. It was on this crofs that the dear redeemer 
of the world fuflered what the righteous law of 
God required ; this he bore for us men and 
our falvation ; pare in the fire of his love he cal- 
led on his perfecutors, for whom he was then 
fuffering, and for whom he was then about to 
die, only to give him a little water, for f thir/t, 
faid he. See Matt. xxvii. 34. But, alas, he 1s 
denied this, and inftead thereof, offered a mix- 


ture of four and bitter, if poflible to increafe his 
mifery. 


[To be concluded in the next number. ] 
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